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In the claims: 

Claim 1. (currently amended) A stringed instrument comprising: 
a body having a top surface defining a picking area: 
a bridge supported by said top surface at one end of said picking area; 
a neck extending from said body at an opposite end of said picking area; 
a plurality of strings extending in substantially parallel paths over said 
picking area; 

a plurality of pickups each disposed under a different associated one of said 
strings; [ and ] 

[support means mounted on said top surface and adapted to accommodate 
movement of each said pickup in a path within said picking area and parallel to its 
associated string;] 

rail means supporting said pickups and shaped and arranged to guide 
movement of said pickups along said paths; 

carriage means retaining said pickups and adapted for movement on said rail 

means; 

first contacts retained by said carriage means and connected to said pickups; 

and 

second elongated contacts shaped and arranged for sliding engagement with 
said first contacts during movement of said carriage means. 
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Claim 2. (original) A stringed instrument according to claim 1 wherein each 
said path extends over a substantial portion of said picking area. 

Claim 3. (original) A stringed instrument according to claim 2 wherein said 
paths extend between positions directly adjacent, respectively, said one end and said 
opposite end of said picking area. 

Claim 4. (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 5. (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 6. (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 7. (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 8. (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 9. (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 10. (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 1 1 . (original) A stringed instrument according to claim 1 wherein 
said support means is adapted to accommodate selective independent movement of 
each of said pickups. 

Claim 12. (original) A stringed instrument according to claim 1 1 wherein 
each said path extends over a substantial portion of said picking area. 
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Claim 13. (original) A stringed instrument according to claim 12 wherein 
said paths extend between positions directly adjacent, respectively, said one end and 
said opposite end of said picking area. 

Claim 14. (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 15. (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 16. (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 17. (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 18. (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 19. (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 20. (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 21 . (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 22. (canceled by the current amendment) 

Claim 23. (new) A stringed instrument comprising: 

a body having a top surface defining a picking area; 

a bridge supported by said top surface at one end of said picking area; 

a neck extending from said body at an opposite end of said picking area; 

a plurality of strings extending in substantially parallel paths over said 
picking area; 
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a plurality of pickups each disposed under a different associated one of said 
strings; and 

support means mounted on said top surface and adapted to accommodate 
selective independent movement of each said pickup in a path within said picking 
area and parallel to its associated string. 

Claim 24. (new) A stringed instrument according to claim 23 wherein each 
said path extends over a substantial portion of said picking area. 

Claim 25. (new) A stringed instrument according to claim 24 wherein said 
paths extend between positions directly adjacent, respectively, said one end and said 
opposite end of said picking area. 

Claim 26. (new) A stringed instrument according to claim 23 wherein said 
support means comprises rail means supporting said pickups and shaped and 
arranged to guide movement of said pickups along said paths. 

Claim 27. (new) A stringed instrument according to claim 26 wherein each 
said path extends over a substantial portion of said picking area. 

Claim 28. (new) A stringed instrument according to claim 27 wherein said 
paths extend between positions directly adjacent, respectively, said one end and said 
opposite end of said picking area. 
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Claim 29. (new) A stringed instrument according to claim26 wherein said 
support means further comprises carriage means retaining said pickups and adapted 
for movement on said rail means. 

Claim 30. (new) A stringed instrument according to claim 29 wherein each 
said path extends over a substantial portion of said picking area. 

Claim 3 1 . (new) A stringed instrument according to claim 30 wherein said 
paths extend between positions directly adjacent, respectively, said one end and said 
opposite end of said picking area. 
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